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Regular City Council Meeting
April 9, 2024

MEETING MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones called to order the Regular Meeting of the Banks City Council at 7:10 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
Present were:

Absent:

Staff Present:

Mayor Stephanie Jones, Peter Edison, Don Giannetti, Marsha Kirk, Marilyn
McCalister, and Niki Walters

Catherine Sawyer

City Manager Jolynn Becker; City Recorder/Assistant City Manager Angle Lanter;
City Attorney Dan Kearns (Zoom); and Library Director Denise Holmes (Zoom)

APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS
There were none.

CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS
Mayor Jones announced that she was only going to read the proclamation titles into the record because
these proclamations had been declared annually for many years.

4. 2024 National Drinking Water Week Proclamation

Mayor Jones declared May 5-11, 2024, National Drinking Water Week.

5. 2024 Banks Arbor Day Proclamation

Mayor Jones declared Friday, April 26, 2024 as Banks Arbor Day.

CITY REPORTS, BRIEFINGS, AND PROGRAMS

6. Police Monthly Briefing - Washington County Sheriffs Office - Deputy Ryan Pope presented the
briefing for March, noting the Department had implemented a new digital citation creation
platform to make reporting between the Municipal Court and County Records Department
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seamless. It was working well and was more reliable than the previous paper-based reporting
system. The system would be implemented county-wide within the next few months, simplifying
the reporting process for outside law enforcement personnel to report citations in the city. He
was also working to get the County's motorcycle team to conduct high-visibility traffic safety
blitzes again this summer. He clarified that the motorcycle team's activities were unrelated to the
grant the City Council would consider later in the meeting, and that all criminal citations were
required to go through the County Circuit Court so were not handled by Banks Municipal Court.

City Manager Becker added that she could only recall one or two traffic or parking tickets being
handled by the County Circuit Court in the last ten years. The County Circuit Court heard mostly
animal control or Code enforcement cases.

7. Library Director Report - Library Director Holmes noted her report was in the packet and noted
that with the signs outside the library and everyone doing spring cleaning, the library was
receiving plenty of donations for the spring book sale. Another book sale would be held in the fall.

Mayor Jones asked people to hold off on book donations until after the book sale because over
25 boxes still had to be sorted and cleaned the next two Thursday's, but they would do their best
to clean all of the donated books to get them out for the spring sale.

8. Public Works Report - Conner Hayes, Public Works Supervisor. City Manager Becker noted the
Public Works Report was included in the agenda packet. She confirmed that the NW Broadshire
Lane would be repaired in May, and Public Works Supervisor Hayes would let Staff know the
actual completion date. Notice was sent about the repair work on Maple Crest Loop happening
this week.

Assistant City Manager Lanter added that American Leak Detection was called in because the City
was still losing water somewhere. The leak was pinpointed to a valve can area on Oak Way, which
would be repaired in the next couple of weeks.

9. City Recorder/Assistant City Manager Report-City Recorder/Assistant City Manager Lanter noted
City Manager Becker had delegated some meetings and other tasks to her because workloads
were increasing due to development activities. She responded to clarifying questions about the
Statement of Economic Interest (SEI), noting this year was the fastest she had received completed
reports, but two were still outstanding. The first person to submit their SEI was late last year and
had to pay a fine. She was not sure, but believed the fine was around $180.

10. City Manager Report - City Manager Becker provided additional comments to her report as
follows:

Washington County Cooperative Library Services (WCCLS) was researching library funding
with regards to the County's contribution versus the levy's contribution, aiming for equitable
distribution among cities and rural areas. The conversation had been ongoing for the past 15
years, but now a consultant had been hired to head the research project and gather
information from all of the libraries.

Bids for the Banks Road/Cedar Canyon/Highway 47 Intersection Project could open on May
15, pending finalization of water-related work and final comments and approval from the
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) to retain the parking spot on the east side by
Be Joyful Salon. Once approval is obtained. City Council will be briefed and shown the site
plan to explain why the second parking spot was not approved.
City Staff was in preliminary discussions with North Plains to move North Plains'citation cases
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from the Beaverton Justice Court to the Banks Municipal Court. North Plains had about 28
citations a year. She was researching the cost to know what the City would charge North Plains
and talking with the Municipal Judge about the workload.
One item for the budget was still being worked on and may not be completed by May 4th, so
the first budget meeting could be rescheduled for the following week.

Councilor Kirk believed the contract deputies for North Plains would write citations to the Banks
Municipal Court instead of Hillsboro due to the closer proximity to North Plains, and its larger
population and the number of deputies compared to Banks, would all result in more than 28
citations a year being heard by the City's Municipal Court, which should be kept in mind when
evaluating the request.

Councilor Edison asked why North Plains did not have its own Municipal Court since it was a bigger
town than Banks. City Manager Becker explained they used to have one, but it was closed along
with the Police Department when it had issues ten years ago.

City Manager Becker clarified that citations were written under the name of North Plains, but the
hearings were held at Beaverton, not Hillsboro. North Plains was asking to move all of the hearings
to Banks, and she did not anticipate more citations being written since North Plains no longer
wrote citations on the highway.

She was also considering the fact that Banks Municipal Court was held just one day a month
starting at 8:00 am, and the judge also had to go to Forest Grove the same day. She was not
sure if the timing would work and confirmed she was basically letting the judge make the
decision.

The City would make money by charging per citation heard or based on the Oregon Revised
Statutes (ORS), by receiving half of the imposed fine. However, in looking at the fines, for a
fine of $165, $50 would go to the State, $18 or $20 went to the County, with the remainder
going to the local city, so splitting the fine would not be a big money maker.

Councilor Walters noted she might be out of town if the Budget Committee meeting was
rescheduled.

CONSENT AGENDA
11. City Council Meeting Minutes - March 12, 2024.
12. Shall the City Council approve appointments to the Board, Commission and Committee positions

listed below, based on recommendations from the mayor? (CL2024-05)
a. James Bogroff, Planning Commission, Position PC4, term expires December 31,2026.

Councilor Edison moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Councilor McAlister seconded the
motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes: Edison, Giannetti, Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

PUBLIC HEARING: NONE

BUSINESS AGENDA

13. Shall the City Council approve the costs to obtain the Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT) Property on NW Banks Road?

City Manager Becker presented the Staff report, noting the area under consideration for purchase was
shown in red on the map provided in the Agenda Packet. It included the narrow strip that would hook to
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the back side of Hampton as a pathway leading to the bigger open area. Because the railroad leased this
property, the U.S. Surface Transportation Board had started the process to abandon Portland & Western
Railroad's right to the property, preventing the railroad from saying they wanted the property after the
City purchased it. This phase would cost $20,000 to $30,000 and had already started, as Councilor Kirk
had found an announcement in Oregon Live that the railroad line was being abandoned. The next steps
were for ODOT to declare the property as surplus, and then the City would have the property appraised
and make an offer to ODOT based on the appraisal. If the City purchased the property, a condition of
sale would be to install fencing around the area. The overall cost would be $38,000 to $54,000, and
funding was available from the General Fund's Reserve Fund from PGE's Privilege Tax. She responded to
Council questions and concerns as follows:

Paying the attorney fees in Step 1 did not guarantee the City would be the purchaser, but the
surplus notice would go out only to local cities or agencies and not the general public.
When the City was asked if it would be interested in paying for the attorney's fees for Step 1, she
replied yes, and was looking for an agreement. Instead, ODOT Rail went ahead and started the
process without an agreement in place. Because the City had initiated the purchase process, ODOT
would expect the City, as the potential buyer, to pay the attorney fees.
The funds in Step 4 were to purchase the property, not a fee to make the offer.
No usage restrictions would be placed on the land. The only requirement would be installing a fence
because the property was next to a railroad track.

Councilor Kirk asked if grant funds could be pursued and if the powers-that-be could assist in lowering
the cost since the City was probably the only party interested in purchasing the land. Councilor Edison
believed it might be difficult to get grant funding to purchase the land, but it could be easier to get
grants for improvements, such as building the trail.

City Manager Becker noted she was not being conservative on the cost estimate, and she would ask
ODOT to keep the cost down.

Councilor Kirk moved to approve the costs to obtain the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT)
Property on NW Banks Road. Councilor Walters seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes:
Edison, Giannetti, Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

14. Shall the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2024-07, a Resolution Transferring Appropriations -
Park & Tress Fund #10?

Mayor Jones noted Agenda Items 14 and 15 both covered transferring appropriations from one line item
to another line item within the same funds. City Manager Becker added the transfer requests were
based on Capital Outlay spending having additional costs that were not accounted for when the budget
was approved last year. The request was to move $17 ,000 from Materials & Services into Capital
Outlay.

Councilor McCalister moved to adopt Resolution No. 2024-07 by title only. Councilor Kirk seconded the
motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes: Edison, Giannetti, Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

15. Shall the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2024-08, a Resolution Transferring Appropriations -
Water Fund #02?

Mayor Jones explained the Resolution would transfer about $9,000 from the Materials & Services line
item into the Capital Outlay line item.
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Councilor Walters moved to adopt Resolution No. 2024-08, a Resolution Transferring Appropriations -
Water Fund #02. Councilor Edison seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes: Edison, Giannetti,
Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

16. Shall the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2024-09, a Resolution amending the 2023-2024
Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Police Services Fund #07 - Materials and Services, by
$7,000.00 for an HVE (High Visibility Enforcement) Traffic Safety Grant from ODOT-TSO? (CL-
2024-06)?

City Manager Becker explained that Washington County had applied for grants for its contract services.
After July 1, the City was awarded $7,000, coordinated by the Washington County Sheriffs Office. The
funds would be used to purchase equipment Deputy Pope had talked about, as well as overtime for
contract deputies. The funds were good from October 2023 through September 2024. To account for
this, the $7,000 needed to be added to the Materials & Services line item.

Councilor Giannetti moved to adopt Resolution No. 2024-09, a Resolution amending the 2023-2024
Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Police Services Fund #07. Councilor McCalister seconded the
motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes: Edison, Giannetti, Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

17. Shall the City Council Review & Update Council Committee Assignments?

The City Council discussed committee liaison assignments, and the following changes were suggested:
Mayor Jones and Councilor Walters would swap School District assignments, with Councilor Walters
now serving as primary and Mayor Jones serving as alternate.

• Councilor Giannetti would serve as primary liaison for the Banks Park Recreation & Tree Board.
Councilor Edison would serve as alternate liaison for the Washington County Coordinating
Committee (WCCC).

•

Councilor McCalister moved to update the Council committee assignments. Councilor Giannetti seconded
the motion. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. Ayes: Edison, Giannetti, Kirk, McCalister, Walters; Nays: None.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

Mayor Jones attended the School Board meeting last night, where teacher Kim Carson was recognized
as being an amazing educator. The School District was purchasing property on Wilkes Street. The State
had guaranteed $6 million in grant funding if the bond measure passed on the first ballot. If the bond
measure did not pass, the funding would go back to the State for redistribution and the School Board
would move down to the bottom of the list again. The Superintendent Review was completed, and he
received a very nice review. The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Policy Advisory Board
would meet on Thursday. She will give the State of the City address on May 2 at 1:00 pm at the Fire
Department.

Councilor Walters reported that the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA)
was working on and discussed its budget at the last meeting. The Sunset Park Association was focused
on the Barbeque and was asking for volunteers.

Councilor McCalister reported on the Fire Board meeting. Eight people were starting the Firefighter
Academy, and three people were taking the EMR class. Four hundred meals were served at the pancake
breakfast. The Department was having issues with the mile marker signs on the trail, making it difficult
to respond to users needing help.
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Councilor Kirk believed the problem was in how the mile markers were set up, with numbering
starting at either end instead of being continuous from just one end, so the markers could be
confusing depending on which set was being referenced.

Councilor Edison reported the Library Board was working on the budget and strategic plan. He was
always amazed that when something like the strategic plan came along. Board members would really dig
in, cared deeply about what they were doing, and took the task seriously. They were working hard to
update the strategic plan to better serve the Library District. At the Economic Development Commission
meeting, a quarterly newsletter was proposed, sending it out via email to at least the businesses in
town, if not everybody. The first iteration was four to five pages, but the Commission believed it was too
long and asked it to be one page with very specific facts, figures, and numbers. The first issue would
probably be ready in the next month or two. Washington County did not award the City the broadband
technical application grant. A business fair or business roundtable could be held in September to get all
of the businesses in town together to talk about business and share ideas. It would be co-sponsored
with the Chamber of Commerce.

City Manager Becker added the City did not receive the grant because it was for rural areas that
currently did not have internet access. A second round of funding was available, so the EDC planned
to invite the State to come to Banks to look at the City's broadband infrastructure and to show them
the need to expand broadband access in the local area, especially in the rural part of the county
going down to the coast.

Councilor Kirk reported that Columbia Pacific Economic Development District/Northwest Oregon Area
Commission on Transportation (COLPAC/NWACT) would meet this Thursday and the Historical Society
was working on several items.

City Manager Becker reported that the Transportation & Development Tax (TDT) project list had been
updated and was on the agenda for Monday's WCCC meeting, and the County Board of Commissioners
would consider it in May. The Planning Commission met last Tuesday to consider annexing the property
for Duncan's Automotive. Staff initially recommended not approving the application because the
annexation application was incomplete. By request, the Applicant was granted a 90-day continuance to
complete the application so Staff could make a proper decision and recommendation. If the paperwork
was completed and the Planning Commission decided to recommend the annexation, the City Council
would consider it in August or September. She also noted she would be on vacation next week. Any
questions should be forwarded to City Recorder/Assistant City Manager Lanter.

Library Director Holmes noted that Councilor Edison did contribute to the Library Board in the most
helpful and thoughtful way and expressed her appreciation for his support over all of the past years.

ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 8:14 PM.

itted by:s
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Angle Lant^r, MMC
City Record&r/Assistant City Manager
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