Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Addressed to Banks City Council and Mayor:

My comments are in regard to discussion that occurred at the November 17, 2025 Planning
Commission meeting.

The City Planner and City Manager both showed ignorance about a basic traffic pattern that
occurs every school day. It is unacceptable for city staff who are responsible to make
recommendations to this council about town growth to be unaware of a disruption that affects
half the town’s residents. Trellis Way is closed to through traffic for one hour, twice a day, every
school day. The entire park is blocked for over an hour in the afternoon due to parents lining up
as early as 1:50pm for the pickup traffic pattern that is supposed to begin at 2:15pm. I personally
have seen the rideshare bus have to manually take down the bus lane chain to get around the
traffic line at 2pm. It is the job of city staff to be aware of day-to-day operations of this small
town in order to give informed advice to City Council, and I am concerned that they are ill-
informed to do that well as the city continues to grow. This is Banks, not Hillsboro or Forest
Grove; if they are ignorant about this simple occurrence, what else are they ignorant about when
presenting plans to City Council?

Secondly, city staff repeatedly says that they do everything necessary to communicate with city
residents. In any other industry, when your marketing doesn’t achieve the desired results, the
problem isn’t your clientele—it is YOUR PRODUCT or YOUR MARKETING. As many people
have highlighted over time, city residents have very little faith in the motivations of city staff—
and certain City Council members—to be receptive to public comment and to act in our best
interests. City staff should not be acting surprised that people don’t want to engage with them
despite their claims of documented communication. When you don’t allow public discussion on
your Facebook posts, when you apparently try to keep public comment from occurring at
Planning Commission meetings, when some community members have shared with me that they
received threats from relatives of city staff, you have a systemic problem that is YOUR fault to
solve. It is the city’s responsibility to rebuild goodwill, not the community’s.

Additionally, Ms. Lanter said the city welcomes questions, but I know of at least three instances
when city councilors refused to meet with community members about community issues. Do not
pretend you are available to and representing this town if you deny meetings with its members.

I want to recognize the Planning Commission and especially Barbara Brennan, Loren Behrman,
and Jimmy Bogroff for advocating for the betterment of our community. I appreciated the
questions and comments that were shared by those members. I wish to see more such involvement
from city councilors. Please ask pointed, detailed questions about Consent Agenda items before
automatically accepting everything that is proposed by city staff. It is your responsibility as
representatives of Banks’ residents to be informed about the impact of all decisions.

Sincerely,

Andy Terrall
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