
 

 

 

 
 

Honorable Mayor and     Council Letter 2025-34 
Members of the City Council     Agenda of December 9, 2025 
Banks, Oregon   
 
Agenda Item: 
 
Shall the City Council approve the request from City Councilor Niki Walters for a 6-month leave of 
absence?  
 
Background: 
 

Councilor Walters has requested immediate Personal Medical Leave for up to six months. 

 
I previously advised her that she could request an excused absence from the City Council rather 
than resigning, which aligns with her desire to remain in her position. 

She has now formally submitted that request via email to the mayor and me. 

Under City Council Section 31: Vacancies, The Mayor or a City Council office become 
vacant: 

         (b) Upon declaration by the City Council of the incumbents: 

(2) Absence from the City for 30 days without City Council consent, or from all City  
Council meetings within a 60-day period, 

Because Councilor Walters is proactively requesting Council consent for her medical absence, 
granting her request would prevent her seat from being declared vacant under Section 31(b)(2).  

The Council would need to formally acknowledge or approve of her excused absence to 
ensure compliance with this provision. 

 
Council Alternatives: 
 

1. Approve the leave of absence leave request for City Councilor Walters 
 
Sample Motion: 
“I make a motion to approve the request from City Councilor Niki Walters for a 6-month 
leave of absence”. 
 

2. Decline to approve the leave of absence leave request for City Councilor Walters. 
 
Jolynn Becker - City Manager         


