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FACADE IMPROVEMENT MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM 
 
 

 

 
Your building’s appearance could be your most valuable marketing tool. Are you making 
the most of it? 
 
Upgrading your business can be a great way to engage with new customers and reconnect with 
longstanding ones. Studies have shown that improvements to commercial buildings often lead 
to increased sales that are sustained over several years. These improvements have been 
shown to attract new customers not only to the improved business, but to the surrounding retail 
district as well. 
 
Whether you are interested in completely redesigning your storefront, upgrading certain 
storefront elements, improving landscaping, or extending your outdoor seating and display 
areas, the Façade Improvement Matching Grant Program can help. 
 
The Facade Improvement Program funds exterior improvements through matching 
grants. The City has allocated $30,000 that will be awarded to commercial property 
owners in 2024 for exterior building improvements. The grants provide matching funds 
($1 granted for each $1 invested by the applicant) to help offset the costs of exterior 
improvements to commercial buildings in the Urban Renewal District. The Program provides 
funding for improvements to storefronts, abutting street frontage, landscapes, and rooftop 
appearance of eligible commercial buildings.  
 
Facade Improvement Matching grant applications are reviewed by the Economic Development 
Commission. The following criteria are considered in selecting projects for funding: 
 

• Aesthetic improvement and visual prominence 
• Enhances or improves the area for pedestrians (e.g., ground floor spaces) 
• Attracts and supports businesses, while supporting the needs of residents in the area 
• Maximizes private investment (ratio of public funds to private funds) 

 
For projects that are selected for a matching grant: 
 

• Plans submitted will be reviewed by City Planner who may consult the County Building 

Division or other agencies as needed to confirm to project’s feasibility.  

• Approved plans, together with construction bids and construction schedules, are 

reviewed to determine the final grant amount. 

• After signing a letter of commitment to carry out the project, the applicant contracts on 

their own for construction and installation. The applicant is also responsible for obtaining 

all required permits. 

• Upon completion, the grant amount is awarded. Arrangements can be made for partial 

awards upon completion of specific project phases. 

A total of $30,000 in funding is available provided the applicant meets the dollar-for-
dollar match requirement. In the case of multiple applications, limited funds, or at the 
discretion of the Economic Development Commission, the matching grant awarded may 
be less than the amount requested. 
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Eligibility and Requirements for the Façade Improvement Matching Grant 
Program 

Eligible Participants Commercial property owners and business lessees of property within the 

Urban Renewal District. 

Ineligible 
Participants 

Government offices and agencies, and dwellings are not eligible.  

Eligible Work 1. Rehabilitation of building facades visible to the street: Storefronts; 
cornices; gutters and downspouts; exterior lighting; canopies and 
awnings painting and masonry cleaning; interior window display lighting; 
painting; signage (eligible only as part of a larger project); permit and 
design fees. 

2. Improvements to the landscape between the building and the 
public right-of-way: Paving; planters; landscape elements; trees; shrubs; 
lighting; benches; signage (eligible only as part of a larger project); permit 
and design fees. 

3. Improvements to the appearance of rooftops that are visible from 
NW Main Street: Rooftop gardens; rooftop seating areas; screening; 
equipment; art. 

Ineligible Work Stand-alone signage (eligible only if part of a larger project); maintenance 
improvements; structural foundations; billboards; security systems; non-
permanent fixtures; interior window coverings; vinyl awnings; personal 
property and equipment; security bars; razor / barbed wire fencing; 
landscape maintenance. 

Requirements Projects must meet Downtown Design Guidelines. For landscape 
improvements, grantee must sign a maintenance agreement. All grantees 
must sign a letter of commitment within two months of award notification.  

Application URL www.cityofbanks.org 

 


