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The purpose of this document is to ensure that designs meet minimum standards for quality.  These 

following guidelines  are meant to respect the character of buildings in Banks through proper siting, 

massing, detailing, and materials which reflect important aspects of Banks traditional architecture.  

These were derived from the Vision 2037 Plan.  The intent of these guidelines is not to require all 

buildings look the same, but rather require buildings to contain certain design elements in common to 

create a more unified overall appearance.   

Building Style Do’s Building Style Don’ts 

  

Commercial Buildings  

• Ground level entrances oriented to the 
street and partly transparent to 
encourage an inviting business 
environment. 

• Buildings on corner lots should have 
corner entrances with detailing that 
accentuates the corner location. 

• Front /street facing elevations of 
buildings should provide display windows 
to express a storefront character and 
allow looking in. 

• Building elevations should contain details 
that visually define the street level spaces 
(storefronts) from upper stories.   This 
distinction could include awnings, 
canopies, belt courses or similar detailing. 

• Provide public gathering spaces 

• Buildings should use wood (or materials 
similar to wood in appearance and 
durability), brick and stone elements, 
with either flat or pitched roofs.   

• Buildings should not have parking placed 
in between the street and the front of 
the building. 

• Buildings should not have blank walls. 

• Building exteriors should not be blank or 
consist of concrete panels 
 

Industrial Buildings  

• Take cues from agricultural building 
styles and materials (metal and wood, 
rather than concrete panels.  Use 
adequately pitched roofs, similar in 
nature to an agricultural building. 

• Use sizeable windows in entry areas and 
office areas. 

• Exterior of structures should relate to 
agricultural buildings, with reds relating 
to agricultural buildings, natural 
galvanized metal, natural and lightly 
finished wood, muted greens and yellows 
and “cor-ten” rusted metal. 

• “High tech” and tilt up concrete 

• Painted stripes and other ‘super graphic” 
effects. 

 


