
NEIGHBORHOOD 
RESOURCES INVENTORY

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
Planning ahead can lessen the impact of a disaster on your 

neighborhood and also help you recover more quickly.  And when you 
get your neighbors involved, it can even be fun!

There’s So Much To Do... So Get Some Help!

To do it right, preparing for emergencies can be a full-time job with a hefty price tag.  But it 
doesn’t have to be that way when you make it a collaborative effort among your neighbors.  Many 
of the skills and equipment you will need in an emergency may already exist in your 
neighborhood.  Search them out, and then work with your neighbors on a plan to use them to 
everyone’s best advantage.  Getting agreement ahead of time to share disaster resources can 
save valuable time when it is needed most - in an emergency.  Does it still sound like an 
overwhelming task?  Then break it down into smaller, manageable tasks, as described below.  

Start With What You Already Have.

Canvas your neighbors for disaster skills and equipment that could be shared in an emergency. 
Make it a social event.  Invite your neighbors out for a block party - if you feed them, they will 
come!  Put neighborhood preparedness as the only thing on the agenda.  Most of all, have fun! 
• Use the form on the reverse side of this flyer to help you.  Don’t be discouraged if the resulting

list seems small - creativity and innovation are your most valued resources!  
• Camping gear such as tents, canopies, and cooking stoves can be used for temporary shelter,

a feeding station, a first aid station, a pet care center, etc.  
• Individuals with a certificate or license for medical skills (MD, DC, RN, LPN, etc.), building skills

(architect, construction worker, building inspector), utility worker, heavy equipment operator, 
etc., may indicate willingness to lead their particular area of expertise.

• Communications gear, especially amateur (ham) or citizen’s band radio, may be your only link
to rescue crews, local government, or each other if telephone lines and cellular telephone sites
are down.  Encourage amateur radio operators to join a group that provides emergency 
communications to learn the local emergency frequencies and protocols.  

• Transportation such as 4-wheel drive vehicles, cargo trucks, boats, snowmobiles, etc., may
become the only means available to get through debris-strewn, icy, snowy, or flooded streets.

• Equipment and tools used for debris removal, home repair, snow removal, etc., could be 
shared rather than purchased.  Be sure to include provisions for replacement, if necessary.  

• Integrate this approach into your Neighborhood Watch Program or Homeowners’ Association. 
Don’t reinvent the organizational “wheel.” Use what you already have in place and working.  

• Invite knowledgeable neighbors to teach disaster skills at a Neighborhood Watch or 
Homeowners’ Association meeting.  Invite guest speakers from your local emergency
management office, the fire department, or the American Red Cross to discuss related topics.   

Build On Your Strengths.

Preparedness

Taking it one step
at a time.
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 Family Resources Inventory  
Last Name:        Address: 
Home Phone: 
#1 First Name Age Workplace or School Name and Address Work Phone  
1     
2     
3     
4     
5     
6     
1 Use this number to refer to which family member is volunteering, has the indicated skills, etc., below  
Is your family prepared to sustain themselves for at least 3 days without power and water?   Yes  No 
Is your home “earthquake ready”? (Cabinets latched, water heater strapped, etc.)               Yes  No  
Would you attend a training class on family preparedness and home hazards?    Yes  No 
Skills Inventory  
Disaster Skill: #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 Comments 
1st Aid/CPR        
Fire extinguisher        
Amateur radio         
Group leadership        
Tree/limb removal        
Heavy equipment operator        
Building/construction        
Sandbagging        
        
        
        
Disaster Volunteer Opportunities 
Activity #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 Comments 
Fire suppression team        
Medical team        
Search & rescue team        
Logistics team        
Staging area team        
“Buddy” squad 2        
Runner 3        
4-wheel drive operator        
Childcare        
Meal preparation        
Shelter Management        
Pet Care        
        
        
2  “Buddy” squad checks on those with special needs:  mobility impaired, latch key kids, medically frail, etc. 
3  Runners are used to pass messages when telephone, radio, or other communications means are not available 
 

Date:

Other comments (medical concerns, mobility problems, etc.):

This information is confidential and will be used for emergency response purposes only.
Emergency contact (that does not live with you):

4Office of Consolidated Emergency Management (www.ocem.org) 503-649-8577


