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CITY OF BANKS, OREGON 

Planning Commission Meeting 

February 23, 2016 

Banks City Hall, Banks, OR 

 

Vice Chair Rodney Jacobs called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. The proceedings were 

recorded in digital format. Due to a recorder malfunction, only the last portion of the meeting was 

recorded. 

 

ROLL CALL  

Present were: Rodney Jacobs, Michael Lyda, Lisa McAllister, and Rachel Nelson. 

 

Absence: Chairperson Gene Stout, Sam Van Dyke and Phillip Darrah. 

 

Attending: Jolynn Becker, City Manager; Stacey Goldstein, City Planner; Mayor Peter C. Edison 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approval of minutes from the January 26, 2016 meeting 

Rachel Nelson moved to approve the Planning Commission minutes of December 1, 

2015 as presented. Michael Lyda seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT 

2. Verbal Report from City Manager – City Manager Becker briefly reviewed the items 

addressed at recent City Council work session and regular meetings.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 

 

WORK SESSION - None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

3. Discussion on change to Land Division Ordinance Chapter 152, Section 152.052 Streets, 

Subsection I, Cul-de-sac.  Current code requires a maximum cul-de-sac street length of 

500 feet and serve no more than 20 dwelling units.  Proposed changes require a 

maximum cul-de-sac street length of 400 feet and serve no more than 18 dwelling units. 

 

Vice Chair Jacob opened the Public Hearing.  

 

Planner Goldstein presented the staff report.  She stated that there was new information 

regarding the background of the need to change the cul-de-sac standards.  Initially it was 

thought that the 400’ standard came from the Bike Pedestrian Plan report.  After speaking 

with the City Engineer, this was not the case.  The situation was that the City Engineer 

was doing a consistency check between the city documents, including the Public Works 

Standards, the City Code and other city plans.  During this review, the came upon the 

inconsistency between the Public Works Standards document and the City Municipal 

Code. 

 

Planner Goldstein stated that at the last Planning Commission meeting, the Commission 

requested more information regarding what other cities require for cul-de-sacs.  Planner 

Goldstein pointed to Page 2 of her report, which presents information from Forest Grove, 

Sherwood, North Plains and the Small Cities Model Code v 2015.  She stated that she 

still stands by her recommendation because of the public safety implications, specifically 
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that a shorter cul-de-sac length and fewer homes provide for better response times for fire 

safety vehicles.   

 

There was no public comment or testimony. 

 

Public Hearing was closed. 

 

Commissioner Lyda asked to make a motion to approve the staff recommendation.   

Commissioner McAllister wanted to discuss the matter in more detail. The Commission 

deliberated on the matter.  

 

Commissioner Lyda moved to recommend approval of the change to 400’ and 18 units to 

the City Council for approval.  Commissioner Nelson seconded.  Commissioner 

McAllister abstained. Motion passed 2-0 with 1 abstain.  

 

BUILDING PERMIT REVIEWS – INFORMATION ONLY – None 

 

VERBAL STAFF REPORTS AND UPDATES - None 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

4. Mayor Edison spoke to the Planning Commission regarding “branding” Banks.  He 

asked for input from the Commission on their thoughts on branding.  Commissioner 

McAllister would like to see the branding be around wine country, as we are in the 

middle of wine country.  Commissioner Lyda suggested going with something a little 

more global, such as focusing on Banks being a “crossroads”. 

 

5. Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) Forms. City Manager Becker reviewed the new 

process for setting up accounts for Commissioners and completing the SEI form 

online.  The Ethics Commission has transitioned to electronic filing.  Paper forms 

will no longer be accepted. 
 

6. City Manager Becker reviewed the online City Code, and how newly passed 

ordinances will be uploaded within 48 hours.   

 

ADJOURN:  The Planning Commission meeting adjourned at approximately 7:27 pm. 

 

Submitted by:                                                                . 

Stacey Goldstein, City Planner 

 
 


