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Regular City Council Meeting 
August 11, 2015 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER Mayor Pete Edison called to order the Regular Meeting of the Banks City Council at 7:42 PM.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Present were: Mayor Pete Edison, Mark Gregg, Brian Biehl, Michael Nelson, Dan Keller, Teri Branstitre, and Mark 
Walsh. 
 
Staff present: City Manager Jolynn Becker, City Recorder Angie Lanter, City Planner Stacey Goldstein, City 
Attorney Dan Kearns, and Library Director Denise Holmes. 
 
APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS – None  
 
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS 

 
BRIEFINGS AND PROGRAMS 

1. Introduction of Mark Harmon, Executive Director of the Washington County Museum. Mr. Harmon 
introduced himself to Council, noting he began his position May 1st and has learned that few people 
realized the museum exists. He reviewed the museum’s goals, programs, and events to promote the 
museum’s presence, which included events in Washington County communities. He asked Council to refer 
any residents who might be interested in joining the museum’s Board of Directors or helping with the Banks 
museum event in March. 

2. Introduction of Jeff Leo, Superintendent of Banks School District #13. Mr. Leo introduced himself to Council 
and briefly highlighted his professional background. He looked forward to building relationships with the 
City, and City Council, as well as the fire and police departments.   

3. Police Monthly Briefing – Deputy Hanlon presented the police report for July 2015, noting he was now bike 
certified and that the County was loaning the City two bikes to use, which would be very helpful at 
community events like National Night Out and the Banks Barbeque. He described why the number of traffic 
stops might have increased from last year. 

4. Planning Commission Liaison – Gene Stout briefly reported on the July Planning Commission regular and 
work session meetings. City Attorney Kearns updated that West Hills’ application for Phase 9 was expected 
for Planning Commission review in September with the City Council hearing taking place in October. 

 
CITY REPORTS 

5. City Manager Report – City Manager Becker presented the City Manager Report via PowerPoint, which 
was included in the meeting packet.   
 

CONSENT CALENDAR:   
6. City Council Meeting Minutes – July 14th, 2015. 
7. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – July 30, 2015. 
8. Shall the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the Friends of 

the Banks Library to create the process and procedures for the Banks Public Library Community Room 
funding requests? (CL 2015-31) 

Councilor Biehl moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. Councilor Gregg seconded the motion. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING - None 
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BUSINESS AGENDA 

9. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance #2015-08-01, adopting a Non-Exclusive Cable Franchise to 
Comcast of Oregon II, Inc. (First Reading) (CL 2015-32) Bruce Crest, Metropolitan Area Communications, 
15201 NW Greenbrier Pkway, Beaverton, OR, briefly presented some of the information provided to 
Council regarding the Comcast franchise renewal, including a review of how franchise fees and rates were 
used. He explained that in light of Google coming to the area and CenturyLink offering similar services, 
bandwidth had doubled for most people and higher bandwidths were available to most without increased 
prices. Although Google may not come to Banks, its citizens would benefit because Comcast generally 
charges the same prices in each community.  
Councilor Keller noted the importance of having a backbone internet service company to grow the city and 
increase economic development. He asked what the City could do to help push to get fiber optic services in 
Banks. Mr. Crest replied Council should keep encouraging growth in the community, noting the potential to 
prepare for that service by installing fiber in new subdivisions as the city grew. Once fiber optics were in the 
ground, companies would start offering the service. MACC or Metropolitan Area Communications would 
begin talking to Frontier again in the fall about offering the same level of services to Banks and North 
Plains. He encouraged Council to keep the pressure on.  

Councilor Keller moved to conduct First Reading, by title alone, to adopt Ordinance #2015-08-01, adopting a Non-
Exclusive Cable Franchise to Comcast of Oregon II, Inc. Councilor Gregg seconded the motion. MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None. 

10. Shall the City Council authorize staff to proceed with the Transportation SDC (System Development 
Charge) project? City Planner Goldstein noted the materials in the packet provided by FCS Group which 
included the scope of work and budget information requested by Council at the last meeting Staff described 
how important the project was in identifying City transportation projects that should be on the County’s 
Capital Improvement List in order to qualify for TDT funds. Currently, the City had no projects on the 
County’s list. The project would also create the SDC transportation fee structure to ensure development 
paid for needed infrastructure as land was being annexed and development applications were expected for 
the east side of the city. Staff addressed clarifying questions,  
Councilor Biehl noted $17,000 was a lot of money and asked why the City did not do the work itself. City 
Manager Becker explained that process would involve a public hearing process, including an open house 
to receive citizen and developer input. City Planner Goldstein added that a lot of technical, analysis type 
work was involved, as well as formulas and consideration of State statutes for adopting SDCs. She assured 
that she and her principal, Scott Siegel, recommended FCS Group and that he was also comfortable with 
the proposed budget. 

Councilor Keller moved to authorize staff to proceed with the Transportation SDC (System Development Charge) 
project. Councilor Gregg seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, 
Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  

11. Shall the City Council form an Economic Development Steering Committee? Mayor Edison clarified it would 
be a Task Force, not a Steering Committee, as determined during the work session. 

Councilor Walsh moved to form an Economic Development Task Force. Councilor Nelson seconded the motion. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  

12. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance #2015-07-01 adopting an Ordinance amending Title VII (Traffic 
Code), Chapter 70 (General Provisions), Section 70.19 (Prohibited Parking of Standing) of the Banks Code 
of Ordinances, by clarifying that it is unlawful to block a driveway, including the driveway apron taper. 
(Second Reading and Consideration for Adoption) (CL 2015-33)? City Attorney Kearns noted no changes 
had been made since the First Reading. The purpose of the ordinance was to clear up issues occurring on 
some city streets by giving officers the authority to tell people to move their cars. 

Councilor Keller moved to conduct Second Reading and Consideration for Adoption for Ordinance #2015-07-01 
adopting an Ordinance amending Title VII (Traffic Code), Chapter 70 (General Provisions), Section 70.19 
(Prohibited Parking of Standing) of the Banks Code of Ordinances, by clarifying that it is unlawful to block a 
driveway, including the driveway apron taper. Councilor Biehl seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: 
Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  

13. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance #2015-07-02, adopting an Ordinance amending Title I (General 
Provisions), Chapter 10 (General Provisions) of the Banks Code of Ordinances, by adopting a new Section 
10.100 (Authority to Enforce City Ordinances) conferring upon Washington County sheriff’s deputies the 
authority to enforce any and all City Ordinances. (Second Reading and Consideration for Adoption) (CL 
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2015-34) City Attorney Keller reminded the ordinance was to help streamline the swearing in and 
authorization of Washington County deputies en masse. There were no changes from the First Reading. 

Councilor Nelson moved to conduct Second Reading and Consideration for Adoption for Ordinance #2015-07-02, 
which adopts an Ordinance amending Title I (General Provisions), Chapter 10 (General Provisions) of the Banks 
Code of Ordinances, by adopting a new Section 10.100 (Authority to Enforce City Ordinances) conferring upon 
Washington County sheriff’s deputies the authority to enforce any and all City Ordinances. Councilor Gregg 
seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: 
None.  

14. Shall the City Council adopt Resolution #2015-13, authorizing staff to write off old water accounts that are 
no longer able to be pursued through collections? (CL 2015-35) City Manager Becker briefly reviewed the 
Staff report, noting the subject debt totaled $301.31. She explained that because the City ran on a cash 
basis, the outstanding balances were not reflected in the financials. 

Councilor Keller moved to adopt Resolution #2015-13, authorizing the Finance Director to write off old water 
accounts that exist on the financial books and deem them no longer collectible. Councilor Walsh seconded the 
motion. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  

15. Shall the City Council adopt Resolution #2015-14, adopting the City of Banks Building Security Policy? (CL 
2015-36) City Manager Becker noted the City did not have a security policy related to building with the 
City’s current insurance company, so the proposed resolution was a housekeeping item that would be 
included in the Employee Handbook. 

Councilor Gregg moved to adopt Resolution #2015-14, adopting the City of Banks Building Security Policy. 
Councilor Keller seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. Ayes: Gregg, Biehl, Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and 
Walsh; Nays: None.  
 
COUNCIL ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
Councilor Walsh said he liked the presentation by the fire chief during the work session, and wanted further 
discussion by Council. He agreed the City should monitor the fire district’s water use, but did not care what the 
water was used for. Water used by the fire district should be considered service water, not residential water, and 
the City should continue not charging the fire district for its water use. 
 
Council briefly discussed whether the fire district should pay for its water usage. Though all residents in the fire 
district did not pay for City water, they did pay for fire services via the tax levy. Other government agencies, 
including the school district, pay for sewer, water and other services, so it was a matter of principle. The issue was 
the district could use the water for things other than fighting fire. Water in the fire trucks was used for training and 
fighting fires, and could be filled from a hydrant, for which there was no charge. Staff would return in October to 
enable them to get some idea about the fire district’s water usage and the real cost of fires. 
 
Councilor Gregg reminded that the Banks Barbeque would be held this weekend. City Manager Becker noted the 
Beaverton Banks and Beyond Bicycle event would also take place this Saturday and the Log Cabin was used as a 
rest stop. 
 
Councilor Keller apologized for being absent so long, but noted he was very sick. He asked for more information 
regarding the discussion about the City helping offset the costs of the fireworks display, which he heard could be 
cancelled due to the expense. He believed the Speedway was missing a great opportunity by not selling 
concessions at the event. City Manager Becker replied that Ray Deeth talked last month about getting the 
community involved in financially supporting the fireworks display because Sunset Speedway was considering 
changing the day for the fireworks due to low numbers of paying customers for the races. Nikki Gamell, the 
manager of Sunset Speedway, would discuss the Speedway’s needs at the September Council meeting. She noted 
that the Lion’s Club serves hot dogs at Sunset Park during the fireworks display. 
 
City Recorder Lanter stated one hotel room was left for the League of Oregon Cities Conference in Bend; if no one 
was interested, she would release the room.  
 
City Manager Becker noted the National Night Out event had a great turnout, adding it was a great event. 
Compared to events held at Greenville Park, she noted there was better parking and more people from different 
areas of the community. The Speedway also opened one of its candy shacks. City Recorder Lanter added a lot 
more advertising was done this year, which included Facebook posts and flyers distributed by the Speedway before 
the event. As a venue the Speedway had more shade and was better configured to accommodate vendors, 
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parking, the movie, etc., which created a more carnival like atmosphere. Ms. Gamell already had several ideas for 
next year’s event should the City choose to hold it at Sunset Speedway again. Sergeant Schuster had stated that 
Banks’ event had a much bigger turnout than North Plains. 
 
Library Director Holmes announced the library sold a lot of pies and made lots of friends for the library at the 
National Night Out Event.  City Recorder Lanter noted the clown hired for the event did airbrush tattoos and took 
donations for the library in lieu of tips. The library would also have a booth at the Banks Barbeque with the balloon 
artist from the Kick-Off Event; donations would be accepted and tickets for the quilt raffle would be sold. It was 
important for the grant writer to state that a majority or 100% of the Commission or Council had contributed to the 
Library Campaign. 
 
ADJOURN The meeting adjourned at 9:07 PM. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
     
Angie Lanter – City Recorder 


