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Regular City Council Meeting 
October 13, 2015 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER Mayor Pete Edison called to order the Regular Meeting of the Banks City Council at 7:10 PM.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Present were: Mayor Pete Edison, Michael Nelson, Dan Keller, Teri Branstitre, and Mark Walsh. Mark Gregg and 
Brian Biehl were excused. 
 
Staff present: City Manager Jolynn Becker, City Recorder Angie Lanter, City Planner Stacey Goldstein, City 
Attorney Dan Kearns, and Library Director Holmes. 
 
APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS – None  
 
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS 

1. CIS Safety Award Proclamation – City Manager Becker noted the City had received the Bronze Award for 
meeting the CIS safety criteria. She confirmed the City typically receives the Gold Award; however, two 
incidences had occurred this last year requiring insurance claims.  

 
BRIEFINGS AND PROGRAMS 

2. Police Monthly Briefing – Deputy Hanlon presented the police report for September 2015. He addressed 
clarifying questions from City Council, including about the new traffic pick up/drop off pattern being 
implemented at the school. When Deputy Hanlon or either principal were visible, everything went smoothly. 

3. Planning Commission Liaison – Ray Deeth reported on the September Planning Commission meeting, 
which included two public hearings, one for expansion of the kitchen at the United Methodist Church, which 
was approved, and citywide Code updates related to the Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which were 
forwarded to Council. Updates were provided on the Banks Lumber Mill landscaping and the restroom at 
the pellet mill. The construction of two homes was approved a couple months ago behind the big house 
next to the Log Cabin. He briefly described the details of that approved application. 

 
CITY REPORTS 

4. City Manager Report – City Manager Becker presented the City Manager Report via PowerPoint, which 
was included in the meeting packet, and responded to clarifying questions from Council. She announced 
the City was awarded $20,000 for the water line mapping project and described next steps. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR:   
5. City Council Meeting Minutes – September 8, 2015. 
6. Shall the City Council appoint Linda Lybecker to position LB3 of the Banks Library Board for a term to 

expire on June 30, 2018? (CL 2015-43) 
7. Shall the City Council approve a Tree Removal Application submitted by Banks Business Center, LLC., for 

property located at 13961 NW Main Street?  (CL 2015-44) 
8. Shall the City Council accept the Parking Management Program, based on the findings in the final report 

from Rick Williams Consulting dated July 29, 2015? (CL 2015-45) 
Councilor Keller moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. Councilor Walsh seconded the motion. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

9. CPA 15-01 - Adoption of the City of Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
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Mayor Edison read the conduct of hearing format into the record and called the public hearing to order at 
7:37 pm.  
City Planner Goldstein presented the Staff report for the Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (BPP), both of 
which were included in the meeting packet. She stated the Planning Commission voted to recommend that 
Council adopt the BPP, noting the Commission had asked that she relay to City Council the Commission’s 
concerns about the fiscal impacts of the Plan, particularly those related to future maintenance of bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities. She clarified that adopting the BPP would not result in any fiscal impacts. The 
Plan was a concept or master plan that provided a blue print for the City of future projects that the citizens 
wanted to see. Should the City decide to pursue any BPP project in the future, City Council would 
scrutinize all costs related to that BPP project at that time. Staff recommended approval of CPA 15-01 and 
ZC 15-03 with the findings in the Staff report dated September 29, 2015. 
Mayor Edison called for public testimony in favor of, opposed and neutral to the Banks Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan. Seeing none, he confirmed there were no further comments from Staff and closed the 
public hearing at 7:45 pm. 

 
BUSINESS AGENDA 

 
10. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2015-10-01 Adopting the City of Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Plan (BPP), by amending the City of Banks Comprehensive Plan, Transportation Element and the City of 
Banks Transportation System Plan? (First Reading) 
City Attorney Kearns explained that the BPP improvements were part of the City’s Transportation System 
Plan (TSP), which was part of the Comprehensive Plan. Bike and pedestrian improvements were not part 
of the TSP previously and in order to come into full compliance with Statewide Planning Goal 12, the 
Comprehensive Plan must be amended. The BPP was a significant planning piece that would be integrated 
into the Development Code, Comprehensive Plan, and Parks and Recreation Plan, so that going forward, 
as development occurred, streets were improved, or funds became available to expand facilities, well-
functioning bike and pedestrian facilities could be identified and integrated into the City’s transportation 
system.   

 
Councilor Branstitre moved to conduct First Reading, by title only, of Ordinance No. 2015-10-01 Adopting the City 
of Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (BPP), by amending the City of Banks Comprehensive Plan, Transportation 
Element and the City of Banks Transportation System Plan. Councilor Keller seconded the motion. MOTION 
CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.   

 
11. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2015-10-02, an Ordinance relating to the City of Banks Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Plan (BPP), by amending the City of Banks Development Code, Sections 152.052 and 
152.062 of the Banks Code of Ordinances? (First Reading) 
City Attorney Kearns explained the Development Code needed to be amended to reflect the design and 
construction standards of the facilities identified in the BPP. The ordinance integrated the BPP, a new part 
of the Comprehensive Plan, into the Development Code. He noted the importance of correctly designing 
and installing bicycle racks, which was the biggest Code language change in the ordinance.  
 

Councilor Branstitre moved to conduct First Reading, by title only, of Ordinance No. 2015-10-02, an Ordinance 
relating to the City of Banks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (BPP), by amending the City of Banks Development 
Code, Sections 152.052 and 152.062 of the Banks Code of Ordinances. Councilor Keller seconded the motion. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  

 
12. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2015-10-03 an Ordinance amending the City of Banks Parks 

and Recreation Plan, adding Figure 13, a Comprehensive Trail System map, to encourage safe bicycle and 
pedestrian activity in the City of Banks? (First Reading) 
City Attorney Kearns noted this ordinance would insert Figure 13 into the Parks and Recreation Plan, which 
was considered an amendment; therefore, requiring an ordinance.   

 
Councilor Branstitre moved to conduct First Reading, by title only, of Ordinance No. 2015-10-03 an Ordinance 
amending the City of Banks Parks and Recreation Plan, adding Figure 13, a Comprehensive Trail System map, to 
encourage safe bicycle and pedestrian activity in the City of Banks. Councilor Keller seconded the motion. MOTION 
CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None.  
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13. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2015-10-04 Annexing Approximately 6.6 acres to the City 

(Banks Lumber Company/Gen Becker Living Trust)? (First Reading) (CL 2015-46) 
City Attorney Kearns reviewed the procedural details of both agenda items regarding property annexations 
into the City. 

Councilor Nelson moved to conduct First Reading, by title only, of Ordinance No. 2015-10-04 Annexing 
Approximately 6.6 acres to the City (Banks Lumber Company/Gen Becker Living Trust). Councilor Walsh seconded 
the motion. MOTION CARRIED 3-1. Ayes: Nelson, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: Keller.  

 
14. Shall the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2015-10-05 Annexing Approximately 1.24 acres to the City 

(Walters Property)? (First Reading)  (CL 2015-47) 
Councilor Nelson moved to conduct First Reading, by title only, of Ordinance No. 2015-10-05 Annexing 
Approximately 1.24 acres to the City (Walters Property). Councilor Walsh seconded the motion. MOTION 
CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None. 
 

15. Shall the City Council accept the Council Creek Master Plan?  
City Attorney Kearns noted the Council Creek Master Plan for the multi-jurisdiction recreational trail had 
been in process for a number of years and was sponsored by Metro. He noted no ordinance or resolution 
was involved; Council’s action was simply an acceptance of the Master Plan. 
Mayor Edison noted the original resolution regarding the Council Creek Master Plan was dated 2008 and 
signed by then Mayor Branstitre. 

Councilor Branstitre moved to accept the Council Creek Master Plan. Councilor Keller seconded the motion. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None. 
 

16. Shall the City Council review and adopt the Banks City Council Goals for 2015-2016?  
After a short discussion about whether to create a separate list or reorder the Council Goals in process 
(shown in red text), Council consented to leave the Council Goals as presented. 

Councilor Branstitre moved to adopt the Banks City Council Goals for 2015-2016 as submitted. Councilor Nelson 
seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; Nays: None. 

17. Shall the City Council support the Banks Chamber of Commerce 2015 Holiday Lighting Contest? (CL 2015-
48)? 
Mayor Edison noted the City supported the Holiday Lighting Contest each year, and had given $150 last 
year. 
Ray Deeth confirmed the $150 from Council, along with $150 from the Chamber, was used as awards for 
the contest winners.  

Councilor Walsh moved to support the Banks Chamber of Commerce 2015 Holiday Lighting Contest? (CL 2015-
48). Councilor Keller seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. Ayes: Nelson, Keller, Branstitre, and Walsh; 
Nays: None. 

Ray Deeth noted Tom Tuski and Ryan Lewis would be using a cherry picker to put up the Christmas 
banners on Main St and he hoped that would not be an issue. If there were no objections, that practice 
would continue. 
Mayor Edson replied that would be the City Manager’s decision.  

 
COUNCIL ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
 
Councilor Nelson believed the League of Oregon City (LOC) Conference was an excellent use of time. The 
breakout sessions for city councilors contained a lot of information, and he offered to provide copies to the other 
Councilors. He encouraged the Councilors to take advantage of attending the conference in the future. 
 
Councilor Keller regretted missing the City Council retreat and noted he could not attend the November Council 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Branstitre stated she would be interested in the City donating to the local food bank, or a local family in 
need. She confirmed the City was involved as a collection place for the One Warm Coat Drive with the Washington 
County Sheriff’s Office, but did not donate funds toward the food bank. People needed help and while being a 
collection spot was good, she proposed the City actually make donations. City Manager Becker stated Staff would 
work with Councilor Branstitre to put something on the Council’s November agenda. Councilor Branstitre inquired 
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about the status of using tablets for Council’s meeting packets. City Manager Becker replied Staff was waiting for a 
cost estimate for the tablets. She confirmed Council would be comfortable using tablets for electronic versions of 
the meeting packets as opposed to paper copies, and noted the electronic format provided additional features, such 
as links to the Code and allowing Councilors to provide input online, as well as via email, directly from the tablet. 
She would research why the City’s Code could not be accessed with iPads. Moving to paperless Council packets 
was a 2016 Council Goal and expanding electronic packets to the Planning Commission was being considered as 
well. 
 
Mayor Edison said he also went the LOC Conference, which was the best he had attended so far. He really 
enjoyed the speech from Senator Wyden and learned a lot at the mayors’ session, including how active many 
mayors were in interfacing with legislators and the benefits and cost savings of using laptops/tablets.  
 
City Recorder Lanter said the Banks Citizenship Award would be awarded in December and confirmed Councilor 
Walsh would serve on the selection committee with Mayor Edison and other community representatives.  
 
City Manager Becker reminded the Economic Development Task Force would meet tomorrow night at City Hall. 
The Holiday Tree Lighting would be on November 29

th
 and the high school had confirmed the choir would sing. 

 
Councilor Branstitre noted the earlier work session with Sunset Speedway Manager Nikki Garnell and suggested 
that the speedway consider not charging for entry on the 4

th
 of July race night with the fireworks display to reach 

those who might not normally go to the races. She wondered if the speedway could get enough sponsors to cover 
the cost of the race, noting that more people would also buy concessions. 
 
Ray Deeth reviewed the history of donations made through the Chamber of Commerce and the challenges with 
traffic and people lighting fireworks in restricted areas. People wanting to sit on the grass had been an ongoing 
problem and he has toyed with the idea of having volunteers walk through and ask them for donations. He 
encouraged Council to come to the Chamber if the City wanted businesses to be involved again and noted 
Chamber membership renewals were coming up. Previously, the renewal fees had supported the fireworks display. 
Another challenge was that other nearby cities were doing their own fireworks displays, which took people away 
from the Banks event. He had thought Sunset Park would be more involved and noted that rides, popcorn stands, 
and other attractions used to be in the park as part of the 4

th
 of July event. He confirmed the Banks Lion Club still 

operated the hamburger stand starting at 5 pm at the 4
th
 of July event.  

 
Library Director Holmes encouraged the Councilors to read the entire report on the Pew Research Center’s study 
on libraries referenced in the article provided. The article noted that people want spaces for meetings and using 
laptops, etc., which indicated the direction libraries were going and where the Banks Library needed to go. She 
reminded about the library levy on the November 3

rd
 ballot, noting details about the levy was included in the water 

bills. The $.05 per $1,000 increase, which was the first increase in 10 years, would enable the library to be open 
three more hours per week. 
 
Planning Commission Chair Gene Stout said he appreciated the opportunity to attend the LOC conference, noting 
he had got a lot of good information and a better understanding of the roles of the city council and planning 
commission and how the entire system worked.  
 
ADJOURN The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
     
Angie Lanter – City Recorder 


