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 CITY OF BANKS, OREGON 

Planning Commission Meeting 

   April 29, 2014 

Banks City Hall, Banks, OR 

 

Chairperson Ray Deeth called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM. The proceedings were recorded in 

digital format. 

 

ROLL CALL  

Present were: Chairperson Ray Deeth, Gene Stout, Michael Lyda, Lisa McAllister, Rachel Nelson, 

and Rodney Jacobs. Sam Van Dyke was absent. 

 

Attending:  Jolynn Becker, City Manager;  Dan Kearns, City Attorney; Stacey Goldstein, City 

Planner. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Appointment of a Planning Commission Chairperson 

Lisa McAllister nominated Gene Stout as Planning Commission Chairperson. Michael Lyda 

seconded the nomination. Gene Stout was unanimously elected Planning Commission 

Chairperson. 

 

Ray Deeth passed the gavel to new Planning Commission Chair Gene Stout who called for 

nominations for Vice-Chair. 

 

Lisa McAllister nominated Rodney Jacobs as Planning Commission Vice-Chairperson.  Michael 

Lyda seconded the nomination. Rodney Jacobs was unanimously elected Planning Commission 

Vice-Chairperson. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

2. Approval of minutes from the February 25, 2014 meeting 

Ray Deeth moved to approve the Planning Commission minutes of February 25, 2014 as 

presented. Rodney Jacobs seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – There was none. 

 

BUILDING PERMIT REVIEWS – INFORMATION ONLY (None) 

 

WORK SESSION – Basics of Planning Commission Land Use Hearings 

 

City Attorney Dan Kearns and City Planner Stacey Goldstein began presenting the Basics of 

Planning Commission Land Use Hearings, which had been distributed to the Commission, 

providing a brief background about land use process and its structure within the state of Oregon.  

 

Lisa McAllister moved to rearrange the agenda so the work session was addressed after the public 

hearing. Michael Lyda seconded the motion. 

 

Ms. McAllister believed it was courteous and a more efficient use of time to first address items 

involving those who attend the Planning Commission meetings and then hold training sessions 

afterward. City Manager Jolynn Becker explained that the work session would update the new 

Planning Commissioners on the process that would be followed for the upcoming hearing process. 

Ms. McAllister replied that one new Commissioner was a former mayor who had experience in 
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the process, and that Ms. Nelson was pretty sharp. With only one agenda item, there would be 

time to pose questions during the discussion. 

  

The motion passed 5 to 1 with Chair Stout opposing.  

 

The Commission proceeded to Agenda Item 3, Public Hearing, at this time.  

 

Following the Public Works Design Standards Document Review, Staff continued with the work 

session. Discussion regarded the scripts read by the chair regarding quasi-judicial hearings and 

the protocols required when conducting public hearings on land use. 

 

Chair Stout agreed to be the City Council Liaison for May. 

 

The Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at this time. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS   

3. Conditional Use Permit Review. The Pearl Distillery 13963 NW Main Street, Banks OR  

This agenda item was address prior to the full work session presentation. 

 

Chair Stout read the conduct of public hearing format into the record and noted the 

substantive approval criteria applicable to the application were included in the Staff 

report. No Planning Commissioners declared a conflict of interest, bias, or conclusion 

from a site visit. No board member participation was challenged by any member of the 

audience. He called the public hearing to order at 7:20 pm and requested the Staff report. 

 

City Planner Stacey Goldstein presented the Staff report, citing the applicable Code 

sections and reviewing the details of the proposed project, noting Staff recommended 

approval of the application. Staff clarified that any issues related to fire codes would be 

addressed through the building permit process with Washington County, which was when 

the fire department would offer comments. Questions regarding venting steam were 

deferred to the Applicant. 

 

Chair Stout called for the Applicant’s presentation or testimony. 

 

Scott Faddis, 2387 NE 12
th
 Way, Hillsboro, OR, owner of Pearl Distillery LLC, addressed 

questions from the Commission as follows: 

 The steam coming off the mash and emitting from the building would smell like corn 

and be similar to that exhausted by a bakery or restaurant. 

 The stills were all electric and so had no exposed flame. Electric stills were 

specifically chosen to avoid having any back pressure in the stills, which were truly 

artisan-style stills as they could only produce 26 gallons at a time. Hometown touch 

to every bottle created. 

 At this time, Pearl Distillery would have a public tasting room and offer table seating.  

The OLCC allowed five, quarter ounce shots to be served to walk-in customers, who 

could also purchase bottles of product. Another permit was required to make a certain 

amount of mixed drinks, but the business would not offer that service at this point. 

He discussed the licensing process, noting that a City license was required in order to 

apply for the required state and federal licenses. Lisa McAllister noted the Applicant 

would have to return before the Planning Commission should the Applicant want to 

offer mixed drinks.  

 Like other distilleries in Oregon, Pearl Distillery would be open Wednesday through 
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Sunday, likely 8 am to 8 pm. The final schedule would be determined once 

production was up and running. He would be the only employee, with his wife and 

son working as volunteers, so parking would not be an issue. 

 He described his background, noting he was an electrician by trade, but has dabbled 

in brewing. He has owned a successful food pod in downtown Portland, as well as a 

food cart at Intel. The distillery was a new start up for him. With 440 breweries 2,000 

wineries and 69 distilleries, he learned the State of Oregon wanted another stream of 

income and was opening doors to allow more distilleries. 

 He also liked to tinker and the still, one of the oldest known mechanical devices in 

the world, simply needs adjustments to work, as do the recipes, which have been 

established since the beginning of time.  His equipment was state of the art and 

purchased from Hillbilly Stills in Kentucky. The steel fermenters were purchased 

locally from Stout Kettles in Beaverton. He sought to use as many local materials as 

possible to make the Pearl Distillery a homegrown kind of place. He added a local 

farmer would be feeding the mash to his animals. 

 Pearl Distillery products would be tied to Banks by the spirits’ names reflecting 

Banks’ history and founders, including General Banks Moonshine, Golden Banks 

Vodka, RJ Banks Renegade Rum, and John Banks Bourbon. He would like to use the 

picture of Mr. Banks on a plow. 

 He noted some of his promotional material citing the trails and rail of Banks and 

explained that he wants to bring more tourists and revenue to Banks. He described 

how Vernonia had erupted with 1,000 motorcycles on a recent Sunday, but all the 

bikers drove through Banks and it was important to get those people to stop here.   

 The distillery would first produce and sell vodka, then moonshine, and then rum. 

Because bourbon has to be aged, these first three products would help get product 

moving and the business established. 

 He had not researched any DEQ regulations regarding air emissions, but noted that at 

a recent training at the New Deal Distillery, nothing was discussed about DEQ 

emissions. 

 He assured he would be amiable to all businesses in the Business Center and work to 

accommodate any existing of their activities or events, such as the Tae Kwon Do 

tournaments. 

 

Ray Deeth discussed that Banks had a history of being a good rum running town. He 

noted that tourism was a key issue and he would mention the Pearl Distillery at the 

Chambers big partnership meeting. He stated the Banks Historical Society could see that 

the picture of Mr. Banks on the plow was made available to Mr. Faddis. 

 

Chair Stout called for public testimony in favor of, opposed or neutral to the application. Seeing 

none, there was no rebuttal from the Applicant. Chair Stout confirmed that Staff had no further 

comments and closed the public hearing. 

 

Michael Lyda moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit with the three conditions presented 

in the Staff report. Rachel Nelson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Faddis projected that the distillery would open near the end of September. 

 

The Planning Commission took a brief recess and then continued to Item 4 Public Works Design 

Standards Document Review. 

 

VERBAL STAFF REPORTS AND UPDATES 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

4. Public Works Design Standards Document Review 

Gordon Monroe, City Engineer, described the purpose and presented a brief overview of 

the Public Works Design Standards. Over the last two years, the document had been 

thoroughly reviewed by two city managers, two city attorneys, three city planners, public 

works staff, and a local contractor. He addressed questions from the Commission about 

the relationship between the design standards and Development Code and the process 

each used with applications for review. Other discussion items included piping material 

preferences; traffic calming measures; bike lanes, which would be addressed in the 

Transportation System Plan; regulations regarding the placement of public versus private 

utility vaults; and the process involving fire department review and requirements. 

 

Following discussion, revisions would be made to 1.10.5 on Page 1-1 regarding the bond 

language and to Item C on Page 2-3 regarding alterations to right-of-way widths. On Page 2-5, 

the language regarding cul de sacs would be revised or removed because cul de sacs involved 

land use, not the design standards. The Commission was asked to submit any grammar changes or 

typos to Staff by next week. The standards would be reviewed by City Council in May with a 

resolution presented in June. As a living document, the Design Standards would be adjusted and 

modified each year as changes occur in, equipment, technology and Public Works standards. 

 

Chair Stout requested that assigning the Planning Commission Liaison be moved to the beginning 

of the agenda so the liaison could better prepare for the report to City Council. 

 

The Planning Commission returned to the work session at this time. 

 

ADJOURN:  The Planning Commission meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 

 

 

 

Submitted by:                                                                . 

Stacey Goldstein, City Planner 

 

 


